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The King created him, as we have seen, a Field-Marshal,

and when Prince Henry and the Crown Prince William

joined the gathering he created the one Vice-Admiral of

the British Fleet, and invested the other with the Order

of the Garter.    In the fortnight which intervened between

the Queen's death and the interment in the Mausoleum

at Frogmore, King and Emperor had long political talks

together, and not a discordant point arose, for the King's

displeasure with France was very much to his nephew's

taste, and both looked with suspicion on the possible

rapprochement between Russia and the United States of

America.    Though the German Foreign Office had been

timorous as to what the Emperor might say if he had the

chance of talking to any English Ministers, he had an

interview with Lord Lansdowne, but the most correct

discretion reigned.    They spoke of the Balance of Power

in Europe, but that subject was abandoned because, while

Lord Lansdowne thought that the British fleet was the

deciding factor,  the Emperor had the impression that

Germany's twenty-two army corps had something to do

with it.    England's isolation was spoken of:  the Emperor

said that she could no longer isolate herself, but must

combine with * the Continent.'    As Russia and France

were both out of favour, the meaning of ' the Continent'

was not hard to seek, but nobody said c Germany.' l

Before the Queen's coffin was finally deposited in the
Mausoleum beside that of her husband the Emperor had
been in England well over a fortnight. On the day of
his return to Germany there was a lunch in his honour
at Marlborough House, and, replying to his health
proposed by the King, his discretion broke down and he
made a very explicit statement:
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